
Letter from the Editor: 

Well, it feels like the year has disappeared while I wasn’t paying attention! 2022 has been a bit of 

a blur and we’ve seen lot happen here at GeCo. We’ve said sad farewells to Jill, Kerrin, Damian, 

Krystal and Michael, but we’ve also welcomed Nicole and Hamish to the GeCo family.  

We’ve seen some changes in our Board of Directors, with Ruth leaving us to travel and Jeremy 

moving out of the area but we’re so pleased to have Simon take up his new position as President, 

and Hamish and Kristy joining us as board members too.  

Our Community Workshop is busier than ever and looking toward a full programme of workshops 

in 2023, including some significant charity projects that we’re really excited about. We’ve 

resurrected our Volunteer Programme and now have regular gardening groups in, and we’re very 

excited to see how our 2023 Eating with Friends programme shapes up too.  

December is going to be a quiet month. GeCo will be closing from Friday the 16th of December 

until Tuesday the 3rd of January. Please have a think about what you need during that period, as 

there won’t be Emergency Food Relief while the house is unmanned.  

At this time of year, it’s really important that you know exactly who your support system contains. 

We usually know who to turn to when we have a cooking disaster, or run 

out of milk right before people arrive for a cuppa, but after 2020, 21 & 

22, we all need to know who we can rely on when we’re feeling 

emotionally overwhelmed, or at the end of our tether.  

Your mental health needs to be your priority, now. Check out the 

contacts on the Community Noticeboard. It’s OK to ask for help – it’s 

the strongest and bravest thing to do.  

From all of us here at GeCo, thank for being part of our Community in 

2022. We’re really excited to see what 2023 holds and wish all of you a 

safe, happy and stress-free Christmas and New Year.  

 

 

Geeveston Community Centre is part of Neighbourhood Houses Tasmania inc. NHT have 35 community 

houses throughout Tasmania, and represent us at local, state and federal levels of government through 

advocacy, lobbying and funding. GeCo is dedicated to working with the community to address local 

needs, provide or promote quality opportunities for learning and growth and to continue our support of this 

vibrant sustainable community.  
 

GeCo acknowledges the mellukerdee people of the South East Nation as the Traditional 

Owners of the land on which our community centre stands. We respectfully recognise Elders 

past, present and emerging as the Traditional Custodians of lands across Australia. lutruwita 

milaythina pakana - Tasmania is Aboriginal Land.  
 

Geeveston Community Centre is Funded by the Crown through the Deptment of Communities 
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Manager’s Update 

Aside from some very interesting Spring weather, the past months have seen pressure on our 

community members and families increase as food prices continue to rise in our supermarkets, fuel 

has gone up, our rates and power have seen increases and interest rates have also risen.  

As a Community Centre we see the impact on people first hand as cost of living pressures compel 

people in all situations to make sacrifices and go without. Whilst we at GeCo continue to 

advocate for our community and voice to those who have the potential to make change that 

people here are doing it tough, we also try to provide direct support as best we can. We do this 

through supplementing your weekly meals via Loaves + Fishes produce delivered here every 

Thursday, our Emergency Food Relief program, and information, referrals and advocacy via our 

Community Care Advisor, Hamish. 

I would like to reiterate that we are here for everyone, no matter your circumstances or needs. 

There is no prerequisite for our support, our door is open to you and if you are finding things a little 

difficult right now as the Christmas period approaches, please do 

not hesitate to drop in or reach out.  

I would also like to remind everyone that we are closed for two 

weeks over the Christmas/New Year period to enable our staff 

and volunteers to take a well-earned rest and re-energise for 

2023.  

Our last day will be Friday 16th December 2022, with our doors 

opening again on Tuesday 3rd January 2023.  

I am very much looking forward to seeing our regular programs 

such as Eating with Friends, Rural Strength and Soup with Soul 

return in the new year, along with some exciting new events, 

classes and programs we are planning to provide.  

Wishing you and yours a joyful holiday 

season.  

Geeveston Community Centre Inc 

Open Monday to Thursday 8:30am – 4pm 

Fridays 8:30 – 3pm 

Closing Friday 16th of December 2022 

Reopening Tuesday 3rd of January 2023 
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Huon 26TEN Community-making a difference! 

Huon Valley volunteers, tutors, steering committee members and businesses 

celebrated 10 years of 26TEN at the Huonville Library on Wednesday, 

October 26.  

Half of Tasmanians don’t have the skills they need for 

everyday life but when they are ready to take the next 

step to improve these skills, 26TEN staff and volunteers 

around the Huon Valley are here to help.  

Whether it is improving work documents, learning how to 

use technology, reading Centrelink forms or working out how to do the 

shopping and have the right change, 26TEN recognises that we need a 

community effort to improve everyone’s literacy and numeracy skills.  

Part of this community effort includes a growing force of volunteer tutors who 

assist the community in reaching their literacy and numeracy skills. 

Lori Podger and Wayne Bounday 

recently completed tutor training and 

were presented with certificates for 

their 26TEN tutor training.   

Thank you to Lori and Wayne for their 

commitment to helping our 

community with literacy and 

numeracy needs.  

Improving your reading, writing, maths 

or computer skills is not like a classroom. The learner and tutor work towards 

whatever the learner wants to work towards. It’s that simple.  

If you, or 

someone you 

know, could do 

with some help 

improving 

these skills, 

drop in and 

see Lucy or call 

62971616. 

Images © Huon 

News 2022 
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Youth Programme 

October’s School Holiday Break came from out of nowhere, and between 

some COVID, double bookings and a whole lotta busy-ness, we got an 

excursion underway to the Hobart Aquatic Centre. Looks like the kids had a 

great time! 

 

If you’d like to book in for our 

January 2023 School Holiday 

Programme, Lucy will be taking 

groups to Southport and the 

Hartz,  

$7.50 per child per day (Please let 

us know if cost is an issue). Lunch 

is always provided, and 

excursions leave and pickup from 

GeCo. 

              

  Southport  Hartz 
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Eating with Friends 

We were so worried about Eating with Friends coming to an end, when the 

Lovely Liz put her hand up and agreed to take it on! Liz has extensive 

catering experience having worked in clubs, pubs and social venues for 

many years. She’s feeling a little rusty though, so we’ve had her in the 

annexe getting reacquainted with running a kitchen again by cooking up 

biscuits, jams and relishes for our Christmas Hampers! Staff feedback has 

been incredibly positive (well someone had to be the guinea pig…). 

Liz has been working on menus 

and we’ve gone simple but 

effective for the first Eating with 

Friends in February – Silverside 

and Mash! Liz loves to use 

seasonal and local produce 

where she can and we will have 

a lot of apples in February, so 

Apple Pie will be the first dessert 

of the year!  

Please make Liz feel welcome, 

and we can’t wait to see you all 

back in February. Dine in options 

will be available from March!! 

 

Christmas Carols at Geeveston Community Church 

The Geeveston Community Church (4886 Huon Highway, opposite the Bowls 

Club) is hosting weekly Christmas Carols on Thursdays.  

Thursday  01st December   7pm 

Thursday 08th December  7pm 

Thursday 15th December  7pm 

Thursday 22nd December  7pm 

Saturday 24th December  7pm 

Christmas Eve Service is followed by Supper 

Sunday 25th December  10am 

Christmas Day Service 

 

All Welcome!  
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GeCo Gourmet 

Julia has taken us for a whirlwind tour of exotic cuisine destinations this year, and I’ve had a hard 

time choosing a favourite! Below you can see 2 classes, Southern America and Mexico. The 

flavour profiles we played with were so different to the Australian palate. Genuine food from the 

region, and so much fun trying new flavours! 

 

Our Trip around the world covered Greece, Black Sea, India, South America, Mexico and Persia.  

We can’t wait to see what Julia has in store for us next year. Thanks to all the participants, and a 

MASSIVE thank you to Julia Matusik for everything she does for GeCo.  

Quiz Night 

Our Inaugural Quiz Night for Carer’s week was a huge success, with 60 participants and an awful 

lot of fun. We’re going to do them (hopefully) quarterly. A massive thank you to Nic Street and the 

Department of Premier and Cabinet for funding this event for National Carer’s Week 2022.  

 

Thank you to my group of helpers on the night, Jillian, Linda, Aga and Craig, and a big thank you 

to the Geeveston Ex-Servicemen and Women’s Club who not only helped out at the quiz, but 

donated the room hire fee back to the event. Absolute Champions! 
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Huon Valley – by Paul McLeod 

 

It’s a gift you know, of smell and sound, 

sun low rising, moist earth warming, 

smell of forever in the scent of morning, 

best day hopes, birds are calling, 

leaves sway and whisper as day is dawning, 

with flowing beauty, and distant mystery, 

the hills and mountains tell their story, 

filtered sunlight, fifty shades of green, 

air and water so quiet and still, 

dark river reflections of a world I’ll never know, 

saviour and sanctuary, a cathedral for the lost, 

cupped in the hands of god, the grace of the valley, 

reflected on our faces, and embedded in our souls. 

 

Get on Top of your Asthma and Allergies 

Most people with asthma also have allergies, especially hayfever, but don’t wait until hayfever 

season is here and symptoms are present, to start managing your asthma and allergies. 

Managing hay fever is an important part of overall asthma care as hay fever can 

make asthma worse and more difficult to control. You can help reduce the risk of this happening 

to you – by getting yourself prepared. The most important approach to managing and 

preventing asthma symptoms involves using an appropriate preventer medicine. 

But did you know it takes several weeks for preventative medications to be effective? So it’s never 

too early to start…Asthma preventer medicines need to be used for around 6 to 8, sometimes up 

to 12 weeks before they are effective at preventing symptoms and reducing sensitivity to triggers 

like pollen. 

So, if you aren’t already using one, the time to start is now. If you have been prescribed a 

preventer, it needs to be used daily, even when feeling well and used as prescribed, to maintain 

the anti-inflammatory benefit. 

Visit Asthma Australia’s new Allergy Hub to find out more at https://asthma.org.au/treatment-

diagnosis/live-with-asthma/allergy-hub/ or call 1800 ASTHMA (1800 278 462) to speak with 

an Asthma Educator. 

 

https://asthma.org.au/treatment-diagnosis/live-with-asthma/allergy-hub/
https://asthma.org.au/treatment-diagnosis/live-with-asthma/allergy-hub/
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Jumpstart 

GeCo runs the Jumpstart Programme, which helps learner drivers build their hours in preparation 

to obtaining their license. This is a FREE service.  

The past 4 months have seen 5 passes from our learner drivers and we couldn’t be more proud! 

Pictured below are Trish, Jen, Rachael, Josh and Abbey who between them clocked up a 

MASSIVE 400 hours in the Jumpstart vehicles. This is with the help of our amazing mentor drivers, 

and we’d like to do a shout-out to Gary, Steve, Craig, Peter, Simon, Mick, Hamish and Paul.  

 

We’ve still got a waiting list of learners and would love some new mentors! We’re really excited to 

talk to anyone who might be interested in mentoring a learner to help them get their license. 

Training is provided, but even if you’d like to have a chat and see if it’s for you, just call us and 

chat to Trish. We look for a couple of hours a week as a Mentor Volunteer. You could be the 

reason someone gets their license! You need to be confident behind the wheel, know your road 

rules, and have the patience to help someone with a lot less experience than you.  

Our strong group of mentors form a support structure for you and they are always excited to 

welcome a new mentor to the group.  

Learners - If you need help to sit for your learners permit, or get your hours up for your driving test, 

then get in touch! We will find the perfect mentor to help you pass the finish line. We have both a 

manual and an automatic car.  

Eligibility is based on things like living in a remote area (like Geeveston and surrounds!), suffering 

an unreasonable financial impact by the cost of building up hours, not having a suitable mentor in 

your family, or not having access to a suitable or safe vehicle to practice in. If you’re not sure, 

come and see us for a cuppa and a discussion about what’s holding you back in getting your 

license.  

Trish is available on 6297 1616 and the kettle is always on. Come on in for a cuppa and a chat.  

 

The Jumpstart Programme is supported by the Department of State Growth, by the Learner Driver 

Mentoring Programme, managed by Driver Mentoring Tasmania. 
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Halloween in Geeveston 

Paul Sleigh from Huon Computer Solutions resurrected the Orange Project this year, Geeveston’s 

Halloween festivities! While we can’t compete with Franklin, there were a lot of littlies (and not so 

littlies!) who enjoyed the evening very much.  

Paul’s passion for the project saw him walking the streets of Geeveston weeks prior to Halloween 

and depositing streamers into all the letterboxes in central Geevo, with instructions on how to 

participate. 

We held court in our ‘control centre’ at GeCo where weary parents could sit and have a cuppa 

while their little ghouls and goblins ran off some sugar in the comfort of GeCo’s Lounge area.  

 

              Paul the Organiser              Spider Invasion                    They’re everywhere!         David O’Byrne joins in the fun 

 

                 Trish, Rose and Dan (Paul's Helpers)     Sophia and a rosy ghost!  Best dressed group of the night! 

GeCo Staff delighted in their own form of dark magic, handing out toothbrushes and toothpaste 

to unsuspecting children who were on the hunt for chocolate! Mwahahhhaaaaaa!!!  

We’d like to recognise Paul for the amazing work he did putting this event together and we hope 

that next year will be even bigger! 

 

RURAL Strength starts again on February 6th 2023. Book in on 6297 

1616 or let Lucy know you’re interested. Rural Strength is targeted at 

over-50’s or people with chronic health issues. 
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Dementia Friendly Communities 

Dementia is still poorly understood in Australia 

and people living with dementia continue to 

experience stigma and discrimination.  

Improving knowledge and awareness about 

dementia reduces stigma and discrimination 

and contributes to the creation of a more 

dementia-friendly and inclusive society. 

Dementia Australia’s Dementia-Friendly 

Communities program plays an important role in 

empowering and supporting individuals and 

communities to undertake initiatives to improve 

knowledge and awareness about dementia, 

reduce stigma and discrimination and promote 

social engagement.  

Through the development of communities that accept and welcome people living with dementia 

and enable them to live with purpose, we can improve their wellbeing and support them to live 

well for longer. 

To understand what that looks like in our community, Dementia 

Australia invite you to a workshop at GeCo on Wednesday the 

18th of January from 10:30 – 11:30am. Morning Tea will be 

provided and you’ll learn how to become a Dementia Friend.  

Find out more at dementiafriendly.org.au or call our National Dementia Helpline on 1800 100 500. 

 

 

Area Connect 

The Huon Valley is transport disadvantaged – 

meaning we have limited access to public and 

private transport services. This can limit our potential 

for work and training as well as other essential 

services.  

Did you know there is now a Huon Valley & surrounds, 

Area Connect Jobs bus? 

Area Connect offers flexible transport options to 

connect locals to employment & training. 

Currently Area Connect’s jobs bus service comes at 

no cost to you. 

Contact Steve to find out more on 0476 558 119, or 

steve@areaconnect.org.au.  

 

 



 

2022                                       11  12

New Year’s Resolutions 

If you’re anything like me you’re doing your best to do the right thing for the environment. 

Here are 2 projects that will make that resolution a whole lot easier to keep in 2023! Well 

done to Milca, John and Jan for their environmental initialives.  

 

Dover & Far South Recycling Unit 

The Dover and Far South Recycling Unit is a small public drop-off 

located inside Southgate Shopping Centre. The free service 

recovers small households of difficult-to-recycle items that are 

not suitable for the Recycling Bin (yellow 

lid) and might otherwise end up in landfill 

when are disposed of in the wrong bin.  

The project includes community 

engagement with an educational 

campaign brought to the Dover 

Community Hub Facebook Page. The 

campaign aims to embrace very small 

and big community effects and shift the 

narrative toward Responsible 

Consumption promoting the Waste 

Hierarchy - where avoidance and reuse 

of waste are preferable. 

The following items can be disposed of at the Dover & Far South 

Recycling Unit 

-Pens, markers & highlighters 

-Coffee Pods Aluminium & compostable 

-Toothbrushes & paste tubes 

-Electric Toothbrush 

-X-rays 

-Makeup Packaging 

-Bread Tags (plastics)  

-Mobiles, small ink cartridges & small batteries. 

 

Keep your eyes peeled for a Workshop @ GeCo in early 2023, 

hosted by Milca! 

 

 

 

The Reuse Shed 

 

Coming soon at Drysdale Engineering, the reuse shed will be an outlet where the general public 

can come in and browse and purchase metal recycle products that can be reused for other 

things. As the saying goes one man’s junk is another man’s treasure. This will be a cash only outlet 

and will be open during normal working hours at JV Drysdale Engineering, 4807 Huon Highway, 

Geeveston.  



Community Noticeboard 

Area Connect: Area Connect provides 

transport options for work or training. Contact 

Steve on 0476 558 119 or email 

steve@areaconnect.org.au to find out more. 

Bus Hire: The GeCo Bus seats 11 passengers 

and you only need a car license to drive it. If 

you’re part of a community group and would 

like to hire the bus, call us on 6297 1616. At 

only $65 per day it’s incredibly economical! 

Dover Devils: The Dover Devils train at Jim 

Casey oval on Tuesdays (4-5pm) for Grades 1 

through 6, and Wednesday 4-5pm is for 

Preps. Email or Check out their Facebook 

Page for more information! 

doverdevilsinc@gmail.com / 

www.facebook.com/doverdevils 

Eating With Friends: GeCo’s next date is 

Wednesday the 8th of February. Get in by 

Monday 6th February to place your order. 

Silverside, mash and Veg and Apple Pie for 

Dessert, delicious! Order on 6297 1616 

Far South Pride: FSP is a safe space for all; allys 

and anyone part of the LGBTQIA+ 

community. Located in Southern Tasmania 

and active on Facebook / Insta 

@farsouthpride / #farsouthpride 

Franklin Palais Market: On the fourth Sunday 

of each month the Palais Theatre is 

transformed into a vibrant community 

market. A family friendly market that has an 

amazing range of local arts, crafts, produce 

and local musicians to serenade you.  

GeCo Community Workshop: The Community 

Shed is available to everyone to come and 

have a go. Our Workshop Supervisors are 

there to help you with skills you may not have. 

Call 6297 1616 to talk to someone about 

what’s best for you. 

Geeveston Community Hall: For bookings of 

the Geeveston Community Hall (in Brady 

Street), please contact the Huon Valley 

Council on 6264 0300 or email 

hvc@huonvalleytas.gov.au 

Geeveston Hartz Girl Guides: Contact 6244 

4408 to get involved! 

Geeveston Feast: This awesome community 

meal is on the first Thursday of every month. 

Geeveston Town Hall, Church Street. Next 

Feasts are 5th of January, 2nd of February and 

2nd of March. 

Geeveston Progress Association: The GPA 

meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 

the Geeveston Town Hall and Visitor Centre 

(6:15pm). Always looking for new members 

who want to be active in the Geeveston 

Community.  

Geeveston Town Hall: The Geeveston Town 

Hall and Visitor Centre is the tourism gateway 

into the Huon. If you’d like to volunteer to 

show people what Geeveston is all about, 

contact volunteers@geevestontownhall.com.au 

Lego Club: Runs @ GeCo onTuesdays during 

school terms. Call 6297 1616! 

Material Girls: Crafters welcome on Mondays 

from 10am. Due back in Late January 2023. 

Mensday: Men’s Support group here @ Geco 

from 6-8pm on Wednesdays, will resume in 

late January 2023. Call to register your 

interest! 

Meals on Wheels: Please call 0428 884311  if 

you can help in Geeveston 

Palliative Care Tasmania: Provides support to 

Tasmanians with a life-limiting illness and their 

families. They provide information services 

and education around palliative care and 

support workers involved in the care of 

people who are  dying. https://pallcaretas.org.au/ 

Phoenix Art Group: Phoenix is a safe and 

supportive space for artists to draw and paint 

in the company of their peers. The group 

meets weekly on Tuesday from 10 in the 

GeCo Annexe. Resumes on Tuesday the 10th 

of January 2023 

QiGong: Jenny Patterson runs QiGong weekly 

at GeCo, Thursdays 11-12pm. Classes are $10 

per week. Resumes on Thursday the 19th of 

January 2023. 

Stitch and Giggle: Meeting every other 

Tuesday at 10am in the GeCo Main Building, 

Stitch and Giggle is a group for crafters to 

socialise and craft in a friendly environment. 

Will resume in Late January 2023. 

mailto:steve@areaconnect.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/doverdevils
mailto:volunteers@geevestontownhall.com.au
https://pallcaretas.org.au/

