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Welcome Back from  

Michael Higgins 
 

Welcome to 2021 and our first 

newsletter for the year! 

I would like to thank Trish Tinkler 

for taking on the editor’s role. 

    A reminder that COVID-19 is still 

with us and rules around numbers and 

check in at the centre still apply. We have the swish new 

Check InTas app and anyone at the centre will be happy 

to show you how to use it.  

We have an exciting range of programs and activities 

planned for the coming year. If you would like to be kept 

in the loop you can follow our Facebook pages for 

Scrubby Hill Farm Market Garden - Geeveston Community 

Centre Inc  - Huon Valley Works  - Get Picking (links below) 

or go to our website: www.geeveston.org.au 

A couple of things to take note of, Scrubby Hill Farm is 

producing plenty of good food, and our pop up shop is 

on Thursdays at the farm - 10am to 1pm. 

There are still opportunities for seasonal fruit picking in the 

valley including transport options - for more info checkout 

our Get Picking Facebook Page. 

Again, Welcome to 2021! 

  

Geeveston Community Centre 

January 2021 Newsletter 
Happy New Year! 

GeCo Diary 

Date Event 

12/02/21 BAPTCARE 

Foster Care Information Session 

16/02/21 GeCo Greenthumbs 

Grow Your Own Food 

16/02/21 Meditation 
Sahaja Yoga Meditation w/Eve 

17/02/21 Meditation 
Sahaja Yoga Meditation w/Eve 

18/02/21 Eating With Friends 

(Takeaway only during COVID) 

25/02/21 Meditation 
Sahaja Yoga Meditation w/Eve 

03/03/21 Meditation 
Sahaja Yoga Meditation w/Eve 

04/03/21 GeCo Gourmet 

Cooking with Tomatoes 

 

Please call the Front Desk to 

book any event on 6297 1616 
 

Reminders: 

Monday is free bread day. 

Come down to collect outside 

reception. Bring a bag!  

Free Seedlings from Scrubby 

Hill are also outside reception. 

Please help yourself!  

(gold coin donation is 

welcome but not mandatory) 

Food Bank operates on 

Wednesdays, 10 – 2 by 

appointment only. 
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GeCo Greenthumbs 

Many of you may know Celia Leverton from the Regenerative Agriculture Network Tasmania 

who has been a regular, helping out at GeCo for many years. We’re launching  

GeCo Greenthumbs with Celia; a series of garden-based workshops for beginners with 

topics ranging from Grow your Own Food to Introduction to Permaculture.  All our 

workshops are just $10 and that includes lunch! Our first workshop is advertised below. 

Please contact us on 6297 1616 to confirm your place (numbers are limited due to COVID). 

Let’s Get Digital 
 

In October 2020 we kicked off the first “Let’s Get Digital” course aimed 

at improving digital literacy in our seniors. A massive congratulations  

to Glen, Ted, Evelyn, Caz and Debbie for participating and taking  

huge strides in their technical abilities!  

 

We’re now running the second course and have a lovely group of  

ladies flexing their learning muscles; Kaye, Gerda, Christine,  

Adrienne, Linda and Rosie are all learning about how to use their  

Smartphones and do some basic computing.  A phone, or tablet  

or computer shouldn’t intimidate you. Over the 8 weeks we look at the things  

that stop you feeling confident with technology, and we set about  

conquering it. Classes are run by Trish from Tink-Tech. 
 



Lauren recently interviewed Paul Watford, one of our Mentor Drivers  

Tell us about yourself Paul: 

I’ve been in Geeveston a year, but in Tassie 9 years. The weather and 

scenery is perfect. We moved down here for the weather, which is 

better for us. 

How did you first get involved with GeCo and what’s your role here? 

I came to GeCo to meet Leah to discuss driving the buses for the 

fruit pickers (with the Get Picking program) and then I met Lauren 

and she brought up the mentor program. 

What’s your first memory of driving? 

Going to the drive in to watch movies in Brisbane back in the mid 

1970’s. I was one of the few people in my group who had a car so I 

took all my friends to the drive in. They were good times. I owned a 

HQ Holden Station Wagon – three on the tree. Kids would look at you now and go what is that?   

Who was the greatest influence on you becoming a good driver? 

A friend of mine called Jonno. He was 4 years my senior and a nut behind the steering wheel. We 

got up to some mischief, which you can’t do these days. One night we had car accident, we 

were drunk and very lucky. Because it was late and we were drunk after the accident we slept in 

the car even though it was wrecked in the accident. On sunrise we woke up and found ourselves 

trapped in a large lantana bush staring into the abyss, well over 300 feet to the ground and the 

nose of that car was over the edge. We pushed the back window out and climbed out over the 

boot. Young, bullet proof, stupid. It was steep learning curve.  Sitting some nights later, around a 

campfire with your mates and you think about all the things that had to line up to save your life. 

Yes it’s stupid, I can admit it. But this is one of the reasons I’m here today; because I learnt so 

much from it. I now talk to my grandson and say don’t drive drunk. 

What’s your best skill behind the wheel? 

My best skill is reading my surrounding environment and responding appropriately. I can see 

what’s coming. I suppose they would call it defensive driving. I’m reading the body language of 

drivers around me, some drivers don’t even know what they are doing. People don’t always drive 

ahead and this is a huge problem on our roads. 

What have you learnt so far by volunteering at GeCo? 

I’ve learnt to read my environment from a different perspective. I’m reading my environment from 

the third person.   

What do you get up to when you’re not here? 

I help my wife in the garden, now I hate gardening, but it means a lot to her so I help. My own 

personal things are boating, water activities and driving my car with the car clubs. I also volunteer 

with the Kingston Men’s Shed and am active with the Geeveston Progress Association.  

 

Thank you Paul for volunteering with 

Jumpstart and being so willing to 

share your skills and knowledge with 

young learners in our community! 

Community Bus for Hire 

GeCo has a 12-seater bus for hire to community, educational and sporting 

groups for just $55 per day. Contact Us to find out more! 



  

 

Let’s Get Digital 

Let’s Get Digital is an 8-week training course aimed at seniors to help with mobile 

phones, computers, and the internet. We have small groups and really fun sessions. Our 

classes are relaxed, with morning tea provided, and we focus on exactly what you want 

to learn (not all the other rubbish you won’t use!). Our next course starts on the 9th of 

April. We meet on Fridays at 10am and classes run until midday. 

Why not join up with a friend? You don’t need your own computer and the best part? 

CLASSES ARE FREE. Classes are run by Trish Tinkler from Tink-Tech. Book at the Front Desk. 

GeCo’s Summer Holiday Program 2021 

With an average of thirteen children taking part in weekly  

activities, the GeCo Youth Holiday Program has become a  

highlight for many local families.  This summer, with the help of  

parent-volunteers, Julie and Matt, I took the van and car out  

with children between the ages of 8-13.  We visited Hastings  

Pool on a perfect sunny day, and some people even learned  

some new swim strokes! We went roller skating where some of 

the children worked really hard to learn a new skill,  

“I am much better now than I was when we got here!”  

said Elora (10 years old).  The trip to Snug Falls (renamed Snug Trickle) was a  

great adventure with children learning the names of trees and having some wonderful 

chats. “All the activities were really fun!” said, Sharnie, 10 years old.  Everyone always 

loves rock climbing and two of the older youth learned how to belay their younger 

friends-thank you Shiloh and Linda! ‘Belaying’ is where you support the climber at the 

other end of the rope. We had a few challenges this holiday program and the children 

did a wonderful job of taking care of their friends and cooperating as a group.  I look 

forward to seeing a similarly lovely group for the Autumn holidays. 

 

Pop-Up Market every 

Thursday, 10am – 1pm. 

Memorial Drive, Geeveston 
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Sauces, relishes and ideas for dinner, Julia will show y Sauces, relishes and ideas for dinner, Julia will show you what 

to do to make the most o   

GeCo Gourmet 

Need a little help in the kitchen? We have a range of teachers to tempt your tastebuds in our 

workshop series GeCo Gourmet! Our first teacher is Julia Matusik from Julia’s Pantry who has a 

popular stall at FarmGate and extensive experience in cookery training – even professional 

chefs! Julia will teach us a range of topics like working with pastry, and making crackers and 

accompaniments. 

Ruth and Tony van der Westhuysen run Honeywood Farm in Geeveston and specialise in 

Paddock to Plate. They will be focussing on simple pleasures like cheesemaking and sourdough! 

Cassie Faux is the owner of Harvest and Light in Geeveston. Cassie’s pickles are highly sought 

after and she’ll be teaching you some of her tricks! 

All workshops are a steal at $10 and include lunch or a snack. Keep your eyes peeled for 

advertisements, and remember to book as places are limited by COVID restrictions. 

SAHAJA YOGA MEDITATION 

From February the 16th 2021, join us in the GeCo Annexe for a FREE  

1-hour meditation session, including an introduction to  

Kundalini awakening processes. These sessions are running  

fortnightly on Tuesdays (10am) and weekly on Wednesdays (1pm).  

 

Contact GeCo on 6297 1616 for more information or to book in. 



  

Frozen Meals 

GeCo, in partnership with 

JRS (Gagebrook) offers a 

fantastic selection of frozen 

meals for only $4.50 each.  

That’s amazing value! 

There’s a great selection too!  

Go to our website to place 

an order: Geeveston.org.au, 

or call the GeCo Front Desk 

on 03 6297 1616 

   

    

GeCo Veggie Boxes 

Our veggie boxes are 

extraordinary value for 

money. We’re also working 

to lower our carbon footprint 

as we target more local 

growers to complement the 

produce we grow at 

Scrubby Hill. 

Go to our website to place 

an order: Geeveston.org.au, 

or call us on 03 6297 1616     

 

Trailer Hire 

A 6 x 4 trailer is available for 

hire from Huon Valley Home 

Hardware in Brady Street, 

Geeveston.  

The cost of hire is $10/day 

with a $50 bond. 

To book the trailer please 

contact Huon Valley Home 

Hardware on 03 6297 1296 

 

Volunteer with us! 

The Scrubby Hill Farm Market 

Garden Crew is looking for 

helpers! A variety of skills is in 

demand;  

• Garden work 

• Farm Gate Sales 

• Pickers & packers 

• General ‘jack of all trades’ 

All ages welcome, meet like 

minded people! Call us on 

03 6297 1616 or pop down to 

Scrubby Hill Farm for a chat. 
      

 

Got Excess Produce? 

GeCo is working hard to 

support our local growers 

and community by including 

more of your local produce 

in our awesome veggie 

boxes and Market Garden 

Days. Please get in touch if 

you want to participate.  

Go to our website to see the 

sort of things we’re selling! 

Geeveston.org.au, or call us 

on 03 6297 1616   

   

 

GeCo Little Free Libraries 

Did you know that we’ve set 

up FIVE Little Free Libraries in 

the Huon Valley?  

Geeveston Community Garden 

Wooden Boat Centre, Franklin  

Main Road Huonville near the florist  

Loongana Park, Cygnet 

The Rocket in South Port  

     

What a great way to recycle 

books you no longer need! 

  
 

GeCo Wordsearch Competition 

                            Don’t forget to drop off your GeCo Wordsearch to go into the draw to win a  

                        GeCo Veggie Box! Entries can be dropped off at Scrubby Hill Farm Market       

                  Pop-Up on Thursday the 18th and 25th of February 2021 (between 10am and 1pm). 



 

 2021 

  

Eating with Friends 

18th February 2021 

  

Chicken Pot Pie 

Roasted Carrots 

French Peas 

Mashed Potatoes 

Stone Fruit Trifle 

 

 

 

 

Pick Up from 12.30pm 

Cost $8.00 

Order on 6297 1616 

 

Welcome Back Friends! 

 

Julia comes with a wealth of experience from running her own 

business to Farm gate markets as well as cookery training. She 

has some great menus in store for us as well as running some 

cookery classes.  

 Let’s get those taste buds ready to eat and we will see you on 

18th February at 12.30pm for pick up. See the advertisement 

below for Julia’s first menu!! 

 

Welcome Julia!! 

 

Geeveston Art Show 2020 

Our very own Michael Higgins was a Judge in the Geeveston Art Show 2020. He’s seen 

below presenting the Emerging Artist award to Sarah Dixson for her stunning sketches 

around the Huon Valley, for which GeCo donated the prize. In the third image he’s seen 

with Cr Bec Enders, Mayor of the Huon Valley Council and Ken Stronach from Tahune 

Adventures, having received his award for being a Judge! 

We are so pleased to have Julia take on the Chefs role for our Eating with Friends this year. 

 



  

ART THERAPY  

in the Geeveston Town Hall From Tuesday 

the 9th of February, 10am – 11am. Glenda 

Stasse is hosting Art Therapy Classes. 

Workshops run for 8 weeks and costs $5 

per week. Contact Glenda on 0447 090 

440 

WHITE CARD TRAINING 

 Huonville Library is hosting 2 training 

opportunities during February for White 

Card Training. Courses take place on the 

24th & 25th of February. Call them on 6121 

7010 to Register your Interest. 

 

FORKLIFT TRAINING 

Huonville Library is hosting multiple dates 

for obtaining your Forklift License! 

Classes are the 23, 24 and 25 of March. 

Book on 6121 7010 

 

WATER AWARENESS 

Wayraparattee are hosting a series of 

Water Awareness sessions for parents and 

children. Contact the centre direct for 

more information on              6297 0052 

 

BEING A PARENT 

Wayraparattee has an 8-week course on 

offer to learn practical communication 

for you and your kids. Contact them 

directly on 6297 0052 to enquire further.  

 

GEEVESTON VISITOR CENTRE 

The GVC is still looking for volunteers to 

help in the Centre. If you’re proud of the 

Huon, then help showcase it to our 

visitors. Email Jemma and the team on   

hall@geevestontownhall.com  if this 

sounds like you. 

DOVER DEVILS 

Soccer takes place every Saturday at the 

Dover Oval and is free! Kids aged 5-12 are 

welcome. 

 

ARVE BIG TREE AR EXPERIENCE 

Have you been to Heritage Park to try 

the new Augmented Reality Experience? 

The installation commemorates the Arve 

Big Tree, sadly lost to the 2019 Bushfires.  

 

VISITORS CHOICE AWARD 

Congratulations to the Geeveston Visitor 

Centre for winning the 2020 TripAdvisor 

Visitors Choice Award. It’s not just for 

tourists! Pop down to the centre to view 

artwork, buy your salmon, or a gift from a 

local artisan or get advice on a local 

walk.  

 

TA KE TI NA – FREE CLASSES! 

Group Rhythmic Meditation Process 

Tuesday evenings 6:30 – 8:30 pm at the 

Geeveston Community Hall. Call 0400 

614 067 for more information! 

 

MATERIAL GIRLS 

The Material Girls are meet in the GeCo 

Annexe from 10am -3pm every Monday 

to sew, knit, craft and socialise.  

 

STITCH AND GIGGLE 

Stitch and Giggle has been meeting for 

over a decade, Tuesday mornings 

(fortnightly) to craft and socialise. 

10am, main GeCo building.  

 

 

 


